Liberty Leading the People: Romanticism and Liberalism

Eugene Delacroix

A number of historical themes of the first half of the nineteenth century are combined in Liberty Leading the People (1830) by the French painter Eugene Delacroix .

The painting shows an important event of the revolution of 1830 in Paris — revolutionaries fighting off government troops at a bridge in the center of the city. The revolutionaries are led by a feminine figure symbolizing liberty and carrying a Republican flag in one hand, a gun in the other. She is followed by people of all classes and ages.
In both style and content this painting reveals some of the connections between liberalism and Romanticism. The scene represents the high moral purposes of the revolution: the people struggling for the ideals of liberalism and nationalism. Despite the turmoil of the event, the people's faces convey a calm, firm assurance of the rightness and the outcome of their liberal cause. At the same time, the style of the painting is in the Romantic tradition, above all in its emphasis on heroism and the attainment of ideal goals — here liberal goals — beyond the normal expectations of life.

CONSIDER: The ways in which this painting represents what Metternich and the Congress of Vienna struggled against.
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