The Ages of Woman

This mid-nineteenth-century French engraving shows an idealized image of the ages of woman. In the center, three religious scenes represent the purity of woman's origins, place on earth, and final destination. Around this foundation is the woman at nine ages, from the happy playful child of ten years old to the solitary honorable grandmother of ninety years old. In between she is shown in her role as a middle-class wife, mother, and grandmother.

CONSIDER: What image of women's proper nature and role this conveys to nineteenth-century viewers; how this fits with the Eastman Johnson portrait and the analysis of European women by Riemer and Fout that follows; how an image of the ages of man might differ.
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